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PRAYER LAWSUIT DISMISSED AGAINST MEDINA VALLEY
I.S.D.
On Monday, Feb. 6, 2012, the Medina Valley I.S.D. Board of Trustees voted
in favor of accepting a mediation settlement agreement between the District and a
local family in their nearly year-long lawsuit concerning prayer at graduation and
school events. The family was represented by American United for the Separation
of Church and State. The agreement dismisses the case in federal court and allows
for continued freedom of expression for all students.
The dismissal of the case through mediation is considered a huge victory for
the school district and its 3,500 students. The terms of the agreement are seen as
“wins” for the District, and reinforce the administration’s continued effort to strike
a balance between free expression of students and the Establishment Clause of the
First Amendment to the United States Constitution.
“No doubt, this is a great day for Medina Valley,” said Board of Trustees,
President, Roland Ruiz. “Our students stood up for what they believed in and, as a
result of this settlement, they will be able to continue to do so, now and in the
future.”
Under terms of the settlement, student speakers, in a limited public forum
such as graduation, will continue to be allowed to use words of their own choosing
in any student remarks given at a school event, including the freedom to use
religious language, call the audience to join in prayer or reflection, or pray, if that
is what the student speaker chooses to do. In addition, school employees will
continue to be allowed to display personal religious objects on their desks, and
continue to be allowed to wear clothing or personal accessories that symbolize
their individual religious beliefs.
“Among the lessons learned through this process is that, although we live in
a free society, freedom of expression cannot be taken for granted,” Ruiz added.
“For this reason, I am very proud that my colleagues on the Medina Valley Board
and administration were unified and unyielding in the cause of defending the
constitutional rights of our students. It’s a great day to be an American and, most
definitely, a great day to be a Medina Valley Panther.”
Medina Valley I.S.D. Superintendent of Schools, James Stansberry, echoed
similar sentiments and pointed praise in many directions.

“Credit for this victory must be shared by all,” Stansberry said. “Despite
adversity and challenge, the Board of Trustees, the entire school community and
our MVISD students were unwavering in their determination, support and efforts
to continue to allow our school district to be a model for free speech and American
rights.”
“As a neutral entity of the State, we recognize that our students share many
different beliefs and viewpoints, so we will continue to serve all students in the
best way that we can,” Stansberry said.
District officials said, now that the case is over, the school system will
continue to reflect on the implementation of school policies and practices to ensure
that the diverse beliefs among our student body and community are respected and
that students continue to be given the opportunities to succeed.
“We want our entire community to know that we will continue to give our
best for their children,” Stansberry concluded. “We will always fight for all
constitutional rights of our students, employees, community members because that
is what they deserve. We will continue to do our best to make Medina Valley
I.S.D. one of the best school districts in the State of Texas.”
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